1662

imagine the future,” a theme that could also
describe our annual observance of Women'’s
Equality Day. On this special day, we honor
the past by remembering the decades-long
struggle of visionary and determined women
and men who fought for women’s suffrage.
Seventy-nine years ago, their efforts were re-
warded with the ratification of the 19th
Amendment to the Constitution, which guar-
anteed women the right to vote and moved
our Nation forward on the path toward equal
civil and political rights for all Americans.

This year we also mark the 35th anniver-
sary of another hard-fought victory for wom-
en’s equality: the enactment of Title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which—among
other things—prohibits employment dis-
crimination on the basis of gender. Title VII
guarantees women equal access to jobs, pro-
motions, pay, and benefits, empowering
them to provide for themselves and their
families and to achieve their highest aspira-
tions. This historic legislation benefits our
entire Nation by strengthening America’s
workforce and economy through the con-
tributions of millions of Americans whose tal-
ents in the past had too often been ignored
or excluded.

We also celebrate Women’s Equality Day
by imagining the future—a future where
women will receive equal pay for equal work,
where our social structures will help women
and men to balance better the responsibil-
ities of job and family, where there will be
no ceilings to prevent women from rising as
far and as fast as their talents will take them.
Such a future seems possible when we reflect
on the extraordinary feats women have
achieved this summer alone. The entire
world was captivated by the energy, skill,
teamwork, and determination of the women
soccer players from around the globe who
competed in the Women’s World Cup; and
all America rejoiced when the U.S. team won
a breathtaking victory. Just 13 days later, Air
Force Colonel Eileen Collins, commander of
Space Shuttle Mission STS-93, became the
first woman to command a mission in space.

With a rich past, an exciting present, and
a future of limitless possibilities, women have
much to celebrate on this Women’s Equality
Day, and all Americans have much to be
grateful for as we reflect on the countless

Aug. 25 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

contributions women make to the quality of
our lives and the well-being of our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 1999,
as Women’s Equality Day. | call upon the
citizens of our great Nation to observe this
day with appropriate programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of August,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-nine, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 26, 1999]

NoTEe: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 25, and it
was published in the Federal Register on August
27.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect
to Iraq

August 24, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c)
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Irag that was declared
in Executive Order 12722 of August 2, 1990.
Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTEe: ldentical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on August 25.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Reporton Irag’s
Weapons of Mass Destruction
Programs

August 24, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to section 585(c) of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 1999, as con-
tained in the Omnibus Appropriations Act of
1999 (Public Law 105-277) (the “Act™), |
hereby transmit a report concerning Iraq’s
weapons of mass destruction programs.

The report is comprised of three sections
that provide the information required by sec-
tion 585(c) of the Act, to the extent that such
information is available: assessment of Iraq’s
nuclear and other weapons of mass destruc-
tion programs and its efforts to move toward
procurement of nuclear weapons and the
means to deliver weapons of mass destruc-
tion; assessment of the International Atomic
Energy Agency’s (IAEA) action team reports,
and other IAEA efforts to monitor the extent
and nature of Irag’s nuclear program; and
an opinion on the value of maintaining the
ongoing inspection regime rather than re-
placing it with a passive monitoring system.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTe: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on August 25.

Statement on the Counterdrug
Operations at Miami International
Airport

August 25, 1999

I want to congratulate law enforcement of-
ficials for the successful counterdrug oper-
ations that resulted today in numerous indict-
ments for violations of our Federal drug laws.
This joint initiative required the hard work
of the DEA, U.S. Customs Service, ATF, and
local law enforcement agencies. It is a prod-
uct of our shared determination to shield
American borders from the drug threat. The
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efforts of this team show that by working to-
gether, we can reduce the flow of drugs into
our Nation and fight drug-related crime and
violence. From the recent decline in youth
drug use, to the law enforcement success of
today’s investigations, our balanced and
comprehensive national antidrug strategy is
producing real results for the American peo-

ple.

Proclamation 7216—Minority
Enterprise Development Week, 1999
August 25, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Throughout our history, America’s minor-
ity entrepreneurs have contributed to the
strength of our economy and the quality of
our national life. In the 18th and 19th cen-
turies, as farmers and fur traders, shipwrights
and sea captains, barbers and bankers, they
forged better lives for themselves, their fami-
lies, and their neighbors. Often facing preju-
dice and discrimination, they nonetheless
succeeded in creating businesses that ener-
gized their communities and helped to build
a dynamic new society.

Today, minority business owners are
branching out from predominantly retail and
service industries into the fields of manufac-
turing, transportation, construction, energy,
and technology, helping to power the longest
peacetime economic expansion in our Na-
tion’s history. Producing goods and services
that generate new jobs and spur investment,
minority business owners have played a vital
role in building an economy with nearly 19
million new jobs, wages rising at twice the
rate of inflation, and the lowest peacetime
unemployment rate since 1957.

All Americans can be proud that we have
eliminated many of the obstacles that in the
past hindered minority entrepreneurs from
contributing the full value of their talents to
our society. However, while many minority
business owners are enjoying success, many
still face barriers that keep them from com-
peting on a level playing field. We must con-
tinue to build on the combined efforts of the
private sector and government to ensure that



